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Study Guide-Rocks Unit

Vocabulary to know (also good to know some examples of each):

Rock Cycle

Sedimentary rock

Sediment

Metamorphic rock

Extrusive igneous rock

Intrusive igneous rock

Igneous rock

Foliated

Nonfoliated

Regional Metamorphism


Contact Metamorphism 

Hydrothermal Metamorphism 
Lithification

Partial Melting

Fractional Recrystallization

Felsic

Mafic

Deposition

Concepts to Understand

1. Know how the rock cycle works (be able to label it if needed)

2. Compare and contrast magma and lava.  What two types of igneous rocks are formed as each cools?
3. What are the factors that affect magma formation?
4. Describe the three major groups of igneous rocks.  What are the ultramafic rocks?
5. Can an igneous rock become a metamorphic rock through the rock cycle?  Can it become a sedimentary rock?  (What about the other types of rocks…can they become any of the other rocks through the rock cycle?)

6. What chemical property is most commonly used to classify igneous rocks?
7. Why do sediment deposits tend to form layers?
8. How are clastic sediments formed, and how do scientists classify them?

9. Compare and contrast graded bedding and cross-bedding.

10. Compare and contrast the main types of clastic sedimentary rocks.

11. Why do chemical sedimentary rocks form primarily in areas that have high rates of evaporation?

12. How can the chemical composition of a rock be changed during metamorphism? 

13. What are the three main types of metamorphism?  Compare and contrast the factors that cause each type.

14. What causes foliated metamorphic textures?

15. How are the three types of rocks classified? 

